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If all the world says something

we think then we know something
don’t we? And then the blank screen
or memory again. You crazy.

No, you crazy. It’s like this

but almost always

when time-lapsed words

and weather-swept flowering trees
move in empathetic wind.

I am rooted but alive.

I am flowering and dying.

I am you the wind says, the wind.

—Tradition and the Indivisible Talent
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O the enormous avenues of the holy land, the terraces of
the temple! What have they done with the brahmin who
explicated the proverbs to me ? From that time, from
back then, | still see even the old women! | remember the
hours of silver and sun towards the rivers, the hand of the
countryside on my shoulder, and our caresses as we stood
in the pepper-scented plain. -- A flight of scarlet pigeons
roars around my thought -- Exiled here | had a stage



on which to act out the dramatic masterpieces of all
the literatures. | could show you undreamed-of riches. |
observe the history of the treasures you found. | see what
comes afterward ! My wisdom is as spurned as chaos.
What is my nothingness, compared to the amazement that

awaits you ?

(Lives/Vies)
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(Common Nocturne/Nocturne Vulgaire)
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