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Notes Towards A Supreme Fiction (parts)
Wallace Stevens

Two things of opposite natures seem to depend
On one another, as a man depends
On a woman, day on night, the imagined
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On the real. This is the origin of change.
Winter and spring, cold copulers, embrace
And forth the particulars of rapture come.

Music falls on the silence like a sense,
A passion that we feel, not understand.
Morning and afternoon are clasped together

And North and South are an intrinsic couple
And sun and rain a plural, like two lovers
That walk away as one in the greenest body.

In solitude the trumpets of solitude
Are not of another solitude resounding;
A little string speaks for a crowd of voices.

The partaker partakes of that which changes him.
The child that touches takes character from the thing,
The body, it touches.
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Now the willows on the river are hazy like mist
and the end is hazy like the meaning

which bridges its frozen banks. In the field

of view a prismatic blur adds on

rainbow skirts to the outer leaves.

They appropriated not the primary
conditions of labour but their results;

the waters of spring cross under
the bridge, willow branches dip.

The denial of Feudalism in China
always leads to political errors, of an
essentially Trotskyist order:

Calm is all nature as a resting wheel.
The red candle flame shakes.

(The Oval Window)
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