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José Kozer

ANIMA FOR GEORGE OPPEN

Rugged landscape and, despite the excess of rugged landscape,
face like jagged rock, | spend
the morning (in transit)
reading George Oppen.

A piece of fruit the size of Buddha, | don’t dare open my mouth,
nothing is bite-size, it might
be wax or lead, fruit of a
Bodhisatva, the poem of
George Oppen based on
a poem of Buddhadeva Bose,
jagged as Oppen’s face, a
smooth-skinned fruit, the
flower’s ovary wrinkles to
transform into fruit, | know
for certain that in the shining
brilliance I've seen the apples
of Cezanne (red yellow
red in their darkness.)

There is this guy in the train to Munich reading my book of
poems: no other voice can
be heard, a moment beyond memory,
you can hear a fly’s wing
brush the hardest rock, settle
among the black ash of Fujiyama:
its buzzing embed itself into the
intimacy of metal (railway track).



We go forward, nonetheless. Page 94.
The train furiously intent on the speed
needed to reach its destination

Oh Bodhisatva.

Invocation: George Oppen, concomitant light, lift one of Cezanne’s
apples to your mouth (the painting
stays intact: already it is beyond
memory): two cones of light, hunger
in unison (one omnimode) chew
the dodecahedron, from your
other side (you are dead):

(in any direction you like) spit

three seeds: three seeds, George

Oppen, and what then? Alight.

Kant has just kissed his servant

on the mouth. And in the heavens

Ephraim and Esther are the gills

of two fish opening on resurrection.

Everything is joined together. | close

the book. Next stop Marienplatz

(my fingers crossed against you,

Dachau): and beyond the tracks

as | go to meet it, where cows
graze, something extraordinarily new.
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